2. Include references to specific measure numbers, specific musical elements, and specific musical effects. 3. Develop paragraphs around your declarative statements. 4. Consciously aim to write short, punchy sentences, instead of rambling run-on sentences. 5. Consciously aim to write more short paragraphs instead of fewer, longer spans. 6. Get to your point immediately. 7. Communicate the structure of your argument within your text by using appropriate signaling words, like "First," "For instance," "Finally," etc. 8. Avoid discussing everything, providing a label for everything, and describing the ordinary; instead, illuminate innovation, explain essential features, and help your reader understand what is most important or intriguing about the music. 9. Write from beginning to end as long as you can; then work on the various parts of your argument in whatever order is most convenient. 10. If you get bogged down, work on a section that is easier to write; if you get completely stuck, set your work aside for an interval and return to it later.
When you begin editing...
